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and loyal, tough-minded and emotional, and they were as straight
and clean as a drawn sword. To have won their trust and regard
was a sufficient reward for any man.
As I have felt it necessary in the course of this narrative to
criticize the newspaper Press for its ready servility to the prejudices
of the possessing classes, I wish with all appropriate emphasis to
express my respect and admiration for the gifted journalists who,
in the lobby of the House, perform with such conspicuous credit
to themselves and their profession the very difficult duties entrusted
to them. They were all of them among my friends, with whom I
talked more or less freely on many questions, but I never knew
any of them to abuse a confidence or to exploit a private conver-
sation. Their capacity to track a rumour to its source, or hunt
down a political story, would make amateurs of the proved experts
of Scotland Yard. The greatest tribute to their fine sense of
responsibility,is that only rarely have their victims felt themselves
unjustly treated. They represent British journalism at its best:
You cannot hope to bribe or twist,
Thank God, the British journalist,
But seeing what unbribed he '11 do,
There 's really no occasion to.
I imagine that all men have their little vanities, and I confess
that I was gratified to receive, soon after the general election of
1929, an invitation from Mr. Speaker to serve on the small panel
of temporary Chairmen of Committees of the whole House, in the
absence of the appointed chairman or his deputy, and I retained
that honourable position up to the time when I ceased to be a
member. The Mother of Parliaments is one of the most courteous
and dignified legislative assemblies in the world, and the chairman
of its committees invariably receives from it the most loyal support.
The late Sir Thomas Lonsdale Webster, the Clerk of the House,
was a strict believer in enforcing the rules which govern the debates,
and once when an ex-cabinet-minister was quite clearly irrelevant
he desired me to interrupt and call him to order; but I decided that
what the right hon. gentleman was saying was probably quite as
helpful as anything he would have been likely to say within the
rules, and I let him proceed unconscious of my consideration
for him.
In the month of July 1929 I was appointed the chairman of a
committee which had been formed by the Colonial Office under the
previous Government 'to examine the arrangements existing for